8 November 2001

INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  FA 24, Telecommunications System Engineer Update

1.
Purpose.  To provide an update on the status of Functional Area 24.

2.  Facts.

a.
FA24 was approved for implementation by the Chief of Signal and the Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel in Jan 98.  The purpose of this functional area is to provide the Army with a core of hard-skill information systems engineers.


b.
In Mar 2001, SIGCEN submitted an action to restructure FA 24.  This calls for the elimination of AOC 24B, Computer Systems Engineer.  These authorizations will be rolled back into FA 53. This leaves AOC 24A, Telecommunications Systems Engineer as the only AOC in FA 24.  As a result,  the capper AOC 24Z, Information Systems Engineer, will also be eliminated.  


c.
PERSCOM published the Notification of Future Change (NOFC) to implement this realignment in Oct 01.

· Changes to TOE in Apr 02 Consolidated TOE Update (CTU)

· Position Reclassification complete by 1 Oct 04

· Personnel Reclassification from 1 Jun – 30 Sep 04


d.
FA24 qualification training consists of two courses taught consecutively:

· Information Systems Operations Leveler Course (ISOL, 10 wks)

· Telecommunications Systems Engineering Course (TSEC, 20 wks)

The TSEC graduated its first five students on 28 Sep 01.  Feedback from the faculty and students was very positive about the course.  There are two ISOL/TSEC sequences scheduled for FY02.
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